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I. Inequalities and inequities in health outcomes: 
obstructing social justice  











  



Policy Rainbow  

Dahlgren & Whitehead 1991 



II. Reasons for pessimism 

ÅThe underlying causes of health inequities: 

ÅStructural causes are systemic 

ÅTheir impact is intensifying  

ÅNew perils added ς conflict, climate 
change, increasing distress-driven 
migration 





Working poverty 
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Conflict 
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Vulnerable migration 
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III. Some reasons for  
(guarded) optimism 

A changing global architecture = potential for 
advancing the social justice agenda  

ÅbŜǿ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎΥ ǘƘŜ Dнл ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ά.wL/{έ 

ÅNew funders: philanthropy 

ÅNew orientations in governments 

ÅNew social and political movements 

ÅNew accents in the UN 
 



A new geography of growth and poverty 

Source: Authors' elaboration based on World Bank (2011), World Development Indicators, World Bank, Washington, DC 



A new geography of growth and poverty 

Source: Authors' elaboration based on World Bank (2011), World Development Indicators, World Bank, Washington, DC 



           G 20 and ñBRICSñ 

Source: www.bbc.co.uk 





 Food-
related 
  measures 

Social  
Assistance 

Public   
works 

Affirma-
tive action 

Human 
rights 

ÅCooked 
school meals 
(IND) 
ÅSubsidized 
PDS (IND, 
NPL, BGD) 
ÅSubsidized 
grain prices 
 
 
 

ÅUniversal old 
age pension 
(NPL) 
ÅBenazir Income 
Support Program 
(PAK) 
ÅChild benefit 
(NPL) 
ÅUnorganized 
sector health 
insurance (IND) 

ÅNational Rural 
Employment Guarantee  
(IND) 
ÅEmployment Generation 
Programme for the 
Poorest (BGD) 
ÅKarnali Programme; 
Employment Guarantee  
Act  (NPL) 
ÅEmployment generation 
for rural unskilled 
workers (PAK) 
 

ÅSecondary 
school  stipend 
for girls (BGD) 
Å Education for all 
(NPL) 
ÅChild grants for 
girls (IND) 
ÅRural 
development and 
community based 
interventions 
(IND)  

ÅRight to 
food/National Food 
Security Act  (IND) 
ÅMid-day meal 
(IND) 
ÅRight to education 
(all) 
ÅRight to health 
services  (all) 
ÅRight to work (IND) 
ÅRight to 
information (IND, 
BGD, NPL)  
 

Recent policy innovations 
(South Asia)  
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